Copyright of the American Accounting Association.  This is posted with the permission of the AAA and further distribution is prohibited.  More recent articles are available at the AAA digital library at http://aaajournals.org/

[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]


image1.png
ac.els-cdn.com/S074¢ x | @ insideND.

x ¥ @ Online Photo 2.0

x V(" OneSearch - Michian: X 1 (Q Browselssue - ProQue X 1 @) FindText @ NotreDar X J (_ Instructional Case: o X

€ - X [[) webaebscohost.comproxylibrary.nd.edu/ehost/pdfviewer/pdfviewerZsid=e7d879c9-eb77-4f7c-95f1-01849fc05883%40sessionmgra004&vid=18&hid=4201

«ResultList  Refine Search

Source: Issues in Accounting
Education

Date: March 1, 1954

Inside this work

~ Full Text Contents
1-56-10/11-15 1 »

Using Articles from 142

Instructional Cas: 151

Instructional Case: 160
Interational Subsid. 168
Accounting Academic 191

~ Choose Another Issue
S
1004

Vol.9Issue 2 -Fallod
Vol.9 Issue 1 - Springed

e
) L rarten

Waiting for cache.

Download PDF

nin @ Fold

Loading

Instructional Case: Sofware Piracy—Who Does |

Isoues ia Accounting Education
VoL, No.1
Sping 1994

Instructional Case:
Software Piracy—Who Does It Impact?
Anne Christensen and Martha M. Eining

ABSTRACT: The case introduces students to the legal and ethical issues re-
Iated to software piracy. The case is wiiten from a sociological perspective where
the students must assume the roles of difierent individuals in different organiza-
tions that are affected by software piracy and also in society s it is affected by
the same behavior. Role playing allows students to identify and understand the
impact of their actions on others. A discussion of the legal issues and costs of

software piracy is also included.

INTRODUCTION
“A long habit of not thinking a thing
wrong gives it the superficial appear-
ance of being right.”
‘Thomas Paine, Common Sense.
HE purpose of this case is to edu-
cate students about the legal and.
ethical issues surrounding the il
legal copying of copyrighted software,
commonly referred to as software piracy.
Software piracy is widespread, amount-
ing to approximately $2.4 billion in 1990,
‘which is close to half the amount re-
ceived for purchased software during
1990 [Schriener, 1992], Despite the com-
‘mon occurrence of software piracy, it is
clealy illegal and wrong.

Numerous reasons have been put
forth to explain software piracy behav-
ior. One reason is that many individuals
still appear to be unaware of the laws
surrounding ~ software _piracy
[Christensen and Eining, 1991]. Even for
those who are aware of the laws, confu-
sion can exist. The confusion typically
arises because many software vendors
allow differing amounts of copying for
backups and other uses, with some be-
ing stricter and some being more lenient
than the copyright law. In addition,

some researchers (and a few software
vendors) have advocated copying, be-
lieving that those who were introduced
10 the software would become purchas-
ers [LaRue, 1985]. Still others offer the
rationale that despite the llegality of the
behavior, software piracy has become
acceptable, especially when copies are
‘made for purposes of evaluating the soft-
‘ware or when no profit wil be gener-
ated [Vitell and Davis, 1990]. The ease
‘with which software can be copied, with
10 corresponding loss of value, adds to
the overall problem.

Despite these reasons, the fact re-
‘mains that software piracy is illegal and
the current focus of the Software Pub-
lishers Association (SPA) malkes it likely
that businesses that allow this behav-
{or will face serious monetary costs [SPA,
1992]. Because many individuals partici-

“Boriand's *book license” is an example of a lo-
nient policy. It allows the user to nstall the soft-
‘wate on various machines as long as the user only.
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‘Anne Christensen is an Assistant Pro-
fessor at Portland State University, and
Martha M. Eining is an Associate Pro-
fessor at the University of Utah.
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